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own or bilingual, the Minister, continuing, said the Government
understood the attraction of sports and physical education for
Ukrainian youth, and was prepared to legalize clubs for such
purposes provided they did not cover political aims. It was not
true that the Government desired to Polonize the Ukrainians,
as it respected their language, culture and religion. Itwaswilling
to meet their wishes as far as possible, and was considering a
measure to that end, but it demanded loyalty in return.
Throughout Poland comment on Pieracki's speech was generally
favourable, as it indicated a more hopeful approach to a settlement
of the Ukrainian Question. This was the point of view taken by
the Council of the League when it dealt on January 30 at Geneva
with the statements and counter-statements concerning the
outrages in Eastern Galicia in 1930; indeed Adatchi, the rapporteur',
pointedly referred with approval to Pieracki's speech. The Council
accepted Adatchi's report, which, emphasizing the danger of
Minority Questions being used tendentiously, found that Poland
did not persecute her Ukrainian Minority, and condemned the
terrorist acts in 1930, but also found that she had been badly
served by a number of her officials and soldiers in their excessive
zeal, whom, however, she had suitably punished. Finally, attention
was drawn to the conciliatory tone of Pieracki's remarks, and the
hope expressed that the Polish Government would persist in
that attitude.
DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE, 1932
In the international sphere the great feature of the year was the
Disarmament Conference, which opened at Geneva on February 2,
with delegations from most nations, that of Poland being headed by
Zaleski, who set forth her views in acandid speech on February 10.
He affirmed that the problem of disarmament was associated in
the closest way with that of security, and he supported the plan
of Tardieu which gave the League a real executive power. Having
touched on the work of the Preparatory Commission, he said
he saw in the Budgetary limitation of armaments the most
efficacious measure, and, speaking of control, he raised the point
that some countries might abuse the good faith of the others